Sustainability Revised Curriculum
Joshua Gardner, 2025 ECU Sustainability Workshop Participant

ENGL 2201: Writing About the Disciplines is a writing-intensive course that prioritizes
“instruction in research-based writing in the context of academic disciplines with an
emphasis on analytical and argumentative writing skills for university, professional, and
civic life” (ECU Undergraduate Catalog). In ENGL 2201, students complete four major
projects. The first two major projects are focused on writing about writing in their academic
disciplines, while the last two major projects are focused on writing about issues, topics,
and/or research in their academic disciplines.

In the fall 2025 semester, | will teach the multidisciplinary section of this course, which will
be comprised of undergraduate students across different academic disciplines and
majors. In this course, | ask students in project 3 to research an issue or topic in their field. |
will be using the framework of the assignment to add on a sustainability component. Prior
to the assignment, | will assign the following readings: EPA’s Sustainability Primer, UN’s 17
Goals for Sustainability, and Sustainable Development Examples. As a class, we will
discuss what sustainability is and the importance of sustainability across different (all)
professional fields. These readings and discussions will serve as an introduction to
sustainability for students in order for them to use the framework from the UN’s 17 goals for
sustainability to identify issues in their own future professional fields (related to those
goals).

Below, you will find the assignment instructions with the highlighted areas reflecting the
additional sustainability focus for the revised project 3 (which will further inform the project
4 persuasive text students will create).


https://catalog.ecu.edu/search_advanced.php?cur_cat_oid=37&search_database=Search&search_db=Search&cpage=1&ecpage=1&ppage=1&spage=1&tpage=1&location=3&filter%5Bkeyword%5D=engl+2201&filter%5Bexact_match%5D=1
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2015-05/documents/sustainability_primer_v9.pdf
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://gpsresources.bard.edu/what-is-sustainable-development/explore-sustainable-development-examples?hsCtaTracking=23436619-5871-43f7-84f5-50e0d3d7ad83%7Ca9a6071c-948f-4c48-b3f1-af2d30870b00
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Sustainability Issue in Your Academic Discipline/Professional Field

Sustainability Framework. As we have discussed in class, the United Nations has
developed 17 sustainable development goals which serve as "the blueprint to achieve a
better and more sustainable future for all” (“Sustainable Development Goals”).These
interconnected goals “address the global challenges we face, including those related to
poverty, inequality, climate change, environmental degradation, peace and justice,” with
the intent to achieve them all by 2030 (“Sustainable Development Goals”).

What to do. For this project, you will select one issue/topic in your academic discipline
and/or future professional field as it relates to sustainability and critically analyze that
issue/topic along with various viewpoints (from the sources you research and gather for
this project). You should use the 17 sustainable development goals as your framework for
selecting the issue/topic that you wish to research about sustainability in your field or
discipline. You will identify how your issue or topic relates to at least 1 of the 17 goals. You
may be able to show how your issue or topic addresses more than 1 of those goals. Use
these goals to help you identify an issue/topic related to sustainability in your
field/discipline.

You will create an annotated bibliography which will review major works on the issue you
have selected. The annotated bibliography will contain seven-nine annotations. The
purpose of each annotation (one per source) will be to both summarize the source (what
does the source say?) and evaluate the source (how does this source relate to the issue
you are exploring?). Overall, your annotated bibliography should inform your audience
about the issue by providing multiple viewpoints and opinions regarding the issue as it
relates to your discipline.

In addition to your annotations, your annotated bibliography should also include a two,
single-spaced pages introduction to your project. The introduction should clearly explain
how your issue/topic is related to both your discipline/field and sustainability. You should
cite information from some (or all) of your sources to help you best introduce and explain
your issue/topic. The introduction should also clearly state (and cite) information from the
17 Goals for Sustainable Development website to show how your issue/topic addresses at
least 1 of the 17 goals.

Sources. For this project, you will need to use seven-nine sources and the citation style
appropriate for your discipline.



Audience. Write this for your peers in this class who may be in your same discipline. Use
this project as a way to explore an issue you might encounter as a professional in your
discipline. You will use the exact research from this assignment for project 4.

Format. Your project should follow the style used in your discipline. Each annotation
should be between 175 and 200 words. Use the annotated bibliography examples provided

in class to help you format your annotated bibliography.
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