








I. GENERAL

The Health Sciences Campus is under a mandate from the Department of Insurance to seal penetrations in fire and smoke partitions and to properly support wires in above ceiling spaces.  The penetrations and improperly supported wires are the result of utilities such as conduit, pipe, duct work, communication lines, phone lines, and television lines being installed without being properly supported and the penetrations in walls not being properly sealed.  This procedure outlines the Above Ceiling Work Permit program.

II. PROCEDURE

1. An Above Ceiling Work Permit (FSSP 21-0015.1) is required for any work performed other than by Facilities Maintenance personnel above the ceiling level on the Health Sciences Campus, and must be secured prior to beginning any work.  The permit may be secured from the office of the Director of Facilities Maintenance for the Health Sciences Campus at the Facilities Maintenance office at the Central Utility Plant located on North Loop Drive, phone 744-2251.
2. The permit must be completely filled out by the person requesting the permit and authorized by the Director of Facilities Maintenance for the Health Sciences Campus or his designee.  The permit must be in the possession of the person performing the work at all times while the work is underway.

3. The ECU Infection Control Policy available at http://www.ecu.edu/prospectivehealth/infectioncontrol/Policies.htm is incorporated herein.  Refer to ECU Infection Control Policy including, but not limited to, Construction in Healthcare Facilities – Infection Control During Construction, Renovation, or Maintenance Projects and Safety Policy for Construction in High Risk Patient Areas.  
If the location of the work is in a high risk patient area at ECU Health Sciences Campus as described in the Addendum to Facilities Services Above Ceiling Work Permit in ECU Infection Control Policy – Safety Policy for Construction in High Risk Patient Areas, contractor and inspector are responsible for meeting policy requirements including execution of Appendix A included in Safety Policy for Construction in High Risk Patient Areas under Construction in Healthcare Facilities available at http://www.ecu.edu/prospectivehealth/infectioncontrol/Policies.htm.  

Note that ECU Facilities Maintenance – Health Sciences Campus does not anticipate that the Kontrol Kube device will work in many high risk patient areas on the ECU Health Sciences Campus because there is not sufficient clear floor area below the area to be worked on.

4. The person performing the work must notify the appropriate inspector prior to the commencement of work, before any work is concealed, and after the work is completed.  Work may not proceed until the inspections are complete. 


5. Prior to beginning any work, the area must be inspected by the persons desiring or performing the work and the appropriate inspector.  Any pre-existing conditions should be noted on the Permit.

Inspectors are as follows:

Electrical, telephone, computer, 

Electrical Supervisor

intercom, video, audio, fire alarm

744-2270
security

Domestic or fire water, sewer, 

Plumbing Supervisor

steam, drains, compressed air

744-2274
Hydronic system, heating water

HVAC Supervisor

ducts, HVAC controls, control air

744-2255

Roof penetrations, ceiling mounted
Building Trades Supervisor


items, wall penetrations, other items
744-2260
6. All penetrations and attachments must be made in accordance with the Southern Building Code, with North Carolina Amendments, and the UL Fire Resistance Directory.  
7. Supporting work from the ceiling grid, lighting supports or electrical conduits is prohibited.  
8. Any damage to the ceiling or other structures shall be repaired before the work is approved.
9. The costs of any repairs not completed shall be charged to the account number indicated on the Above Ceiling Work Permit.
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