








I. GENERAL
The manufacture of PCBs was stopped in the United States in 1977 because of evidence they build up in the environment and can cause harmful health effects.  At ECU, PCBs are most often encountered in old electrical fluorescent ballasts.  This FSSP presents the standard practice for the examination of waste ballasts, their temporary storage and ultimate disposal.

The federal Toxic Substance Control Act (TOSCA) does not regulate the disposal of non-leaking, intact “Small Capacitors,” as defined as containing less than three pounds of PCB dielectric fluid.  If the ballast is leaking or the asphalt potting material inside the ballast contains PCB’s in excess of 50 ppm, the ballast is regulated.

Under the Comprehensive Environmental Response Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA), it is legal to dispose of less than one pound of PCB’s in a municipal landfill.  This was clarified in May 1991 to restrict the number of ballasts to less than 5 per year.

The State of North Carolina does not have any additional regulations regarding disposal of ballasts.  Nearly all ballasts manufactured prior to 1979 contained PCB’s.  All ballasts manufactured after July 1, 1978, that do not contain PCB’s, are required to be clearly marked “No PCB’s”.

II. PROCEDURES
1. All ballasts removed from service are to be examined for PCB content.  Prior to 1979, the majority of ballasts contained PCBs.  All ballasts manufactured after July 1, 1978 that do not contain PCBs were required to be clearly marked “No PCBs”.  Any unlabeled ballast is assumed to contain PCBs.

2. Ballasts that are clearly marked “No PCBs” can be separated and disposed in the dumpster by Facilities Services. 

3. All suspected PCB containing ballasts should be containerized for disposal.  A leak proof container shall be provided by Facilities Services for this purpose.  For the Health Sciences Campus, the container should be a 5 gallon bucket that is approved for this use.  It should be capable of being sealed shut.  Facilities Services for the Main Campus can continue to use the existing plastic bins.

4. When an ECU owned building is being remodeled or renovated, the contractor will be directed to accumulate waste ballasts in a designated area in preparation for their collection by EH&S.  EH&S will examine these ballasts to segregate those containing PCB’s.  Those that do not contain PCB’s will be disposed in a dumpster.  Those that contain, or are suspected of containing PCB’s, will be handled according to the procedures that follow.

5. Non-leaking PCB ballasts are to be placed in the approved container which must be labeled “PCB Waste” and the accumulation start date.  EH&S will provide the PCB label and Facilities Services will mark the accumulation start date each time the container is emptied.  

6. Leaking PCB ballasts are to be placed in a doubled plastic bag prior to being placed in the PCB Waste container.  Facilities Services personnel shall wear nitrile disposable gloves when handling leaking PCB containing ballasts. The initial spill shall be cleaned up by Facilities Services personnel. The materials “soiled” in cleaning up spills/leaks shall be placed in doubled plastic bags also.  All spills shall be reported to EH&S.  EH&S will check the site to assure no contamination remains.  Training shall be provided in the safety training provided by EH&S.
7. The removed ballasts shall be transported to the storage site to be placed in the PCB Waste container within a reasonable length of time (24-48 hours) of removal.

8. The PCB Waste container is to be kept in a designated “Satellite Accumulation Area” to be determined by Facilities Services and approved by EH&S.  Facilities Services shall provide unlimited access to EH&S for inspection, collection and emergency response purposes.  The designated “Satellite Accumulation Area” for Main or East Campus is the Facilities Services Warehouse at 507 E 14th Street. The designated area for the Health Sciences or West Campus is room GL02 in Brody School of Medicine at 600 Moye Blvd.
9. EH&S is to arrange for disposal during the quarterly scheduled fluorescent lamp disposal.  Disposal will be coordinated with the approved hazardous waste vendor.

10. PCBs are required to be removed for disposal within one year.  Facilities Services shall be responsible for labeling when ballasts are placed in the storage bin since EH&S will not know when Facilities Services places a ballast in the storage bin.  EH&S shall be responsible for proper storage and labeling in the hazardous waste storage site, disposal, and associated paperwork.
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