








I. GENERAL
Until 1999, fluorescent light bulbs were considered “Hazardous Waste” under the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA).  Most fluorescent light bulbs (lamps) contain varying amounts of Mercury, a toxic and environmentally persistent chemical.  In 1999, EPA reclassified fluorescent lamps from a “Hazardous Waste” classification to “Universal Waste” classification that reduced regulatory requirements for storage and manifesting and encouraged the recycling of these materials.

II. REGULATIONS
CFR 40 Part 273 “Standards for Universal Waste Management” July 1999.

III. DEFINITIONS

A. Regulated Fluorescent Light bulb: any non-“Green Tip” fluorescent lamps.

B. Non-regulated Fluorescent Light bulb: any fluorescent lamp whose MSDS states Not RCRA regulated or Sub-part D waste.

C. Note: each brand of “Green Tip” lamps must be assessed as to its regulated status.  EH&S will assist with this determination.

IV. RESPONSIBILITIES

A. Facilities Services

1. Purchase and use low-mercury fluorescent lamps wherever possible. 

2. Designate, with EH&S agreement, a storage area to collect spent and replaced regulated fluorescent lamps. Provide EH&S access to this storage area.  
3. Collect and segregate regulated lamps and store in the pre-agreed storage area.  

4. Neatly store all regulated fluorescent lamps according to the procedures below.

5. Attend training as required by EPA regulations.

B. Environmental Health & Safety (EH&S) 

1. Include the pick up and recycling of these lamps on an as required basis given a reasonable time frame for response through its “Hazardous Chemical Disposal” contract or other contract. 

2. Ensure that all boxes of lamps are sent for recycling within one year from the date a box/boxes were placed in storage.

3. Generate signage (81/2 x 11) and post signage indicating the date of “first storage” and each date lamps are picked up for recycling.  

4. Change the signage each time the storage area is emptied with a new “Accumulation Start Date” to be the day the lamps were picked up for recycling.

5. Maintain records of lamp recycling. 

6. Report to the Assistant Director, Utilities Services or the Director of Facilities Maintenance, HSC, any compliance issues regarding fluorescent lamps.

7. Provide a container for broken regulated lamps. 
8. Provide training concerning the collection and storage of fluorescent light bulbs to the department handling these bulbs.

V. PROCEDURE

A. Regulated Fluorescent Lamps:

1. Maintain two to three empty fluorescent lamp boxes for use when collecting regulated fluorescent lamps.

2. Do not break regulated fluorescent lamps.

3. Keep regulated fluorescent lamps separate from non-regulated fluorescent lamps.

4. When non-green tip fluorescent lamps are removed from a light fixture, these lamps will be collected in an empty fluorescent lamp box

5. When the box is full, the box will be stored in the 14th St. warehouse for Main Campus and the Utility Plant for Health Sciences Campus.

6. Other regulated lamps or bulbs containing Mercury must be collected and stored in appropriate shipping boxes and must be stored the same as #5 in the above procedures.

7. Broken regulated lamps and debris must be collected and placed in a closed plastic bag and this bag placed in another closed plastic bag for recycling via the University Hazardous Waste vendor.  EH&S will provide a container for the collection of these materials.

B. Non-regulated Fluorescent Lamps (“Green Tip”):

1. Maintain two to three empty fluorescent lamp boxes for use when collecting Non-regulated fluorescent lamps.

2. Do not break non-regulated fluorescent lamps.

3. Keep non-regulated fluorescent lamps separate from regulated fluorescent lamps. 

4. Used non-regulated fluorescent lamps must be collected, unbroken, in an empty fluorescent lamp box.  

5. Full boxes of used non-regulated fluorescent lamps may be disposed of in municipal trash.

6. Broken lamps and debris must be collected and placed in a closed plastic bag and disposed of via municipal trash.   
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