








I. GENERAL
Campus Operations is occasionally contacted by individuals and groups interested in giving a gift of money for a tree to be planted on the University campuses to commemorate an event or memorialize a person.  

II. PURPOSE
The purpose of this FSSP is to outline guidelines regarding a gift of money for a tree to be planted on the University campuses. 

All donations to the University are handled through the ECU Foundation. This FSSP does not outline procedures associated with making the donation to the University. An interested party should be directed to the ECU Foundation regarding the transfer of money, tax benefits, etc.  Grounds Services will not accept a check for a tree.    

III. GUIDELINES

A. The cost associated with a gifted tree includes the purchase of the tree, delivery of the tree to the University, and installation of the tree, etc. The cost associated with a gifted tree shall not include incidental expenses including coordination and supervision of the installation.  The University prefers a monetary donation covering the costs associated with a gifted tree rather than the gift of an actual tree.   

B. The Facilities Services Assistant Director, Grounds Services shall be available to a prospective gift giver to recommend types of trees that have thrived on the campuses and identify possible locations with regard to appropriate conditions for the tree and future plans for additions, renovation, construction, etc. in the University’s Master Plan.  

Grounds Services is responsible for the final decision regarding the type of tree and placement of all trees on campuses including gifted trees.  Grounds Services shall notify the individual or group when the gifted tree has been installed.  

C. For maintenance reasons, the University does not allow plaques, signage, or any other type of distinguishing markers, etc. to be placed, posted, or mounted, etc. on a gifted tree or the surrounding area.

D. A gifted tree is not considered a “named” gift.  The University has specific guidelines regarding “naming” University property requiring the approval of the Board of Trustees.    

E. The gift of a tree does not guarantee perpetuation.  Grounds Services may be required to remove the tree to allow for additions, renovation, construction, etc. 

As living organisms, trees have a definite life span that may be shortened by disease or damage.  Grounds Services may be required to remove the tree if it becomes unhealthy or damaged.  Grounds Services may not re-install a comparable tree in the same location based on budget limitations, future plans for additions, renovation, construction, etc., or the possibility of recurring disease or similar damage to a replacement tree.  Grounds Services is not responsible for notifying the individual or group that the tree has been moved, removed, or replaced.         
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